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Patient and Lesion Characternshcs That Could Be Unsultable for
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: Nonemergency Procedures at Facilities Without On-Site Cardiac Surgery ﬁ
= ETTITy . o
it High-risk patients
5"? ¢ Decompensated congestive heart failure [Killip Class >3] without ;
gﬁ evidence for active ischemia.

bl s Recent [<8 weeks] cerebrovascular accident.

e Advanced malignancy.

e Known clotting disorders.

LVEF <30%.

Chronic kidney disease [creatinine >2.0 mg/dL or creatinine clearance
<60 mL/min].

Serious ongoing ventricular arrhythmias.

Patients with left main stenosis [>50% dxameter] or three-vessel disease
unprotected by prior bypass surgery [>70% stenoses in the proximal or
mid segments of all major epicardial coronary arteries], treatment of any
or all stenoses. Scoring systems, such as SYNTAX, may be useful in
defining the extent of disease and type of revascularization procedure.
Patients with a single-target lesion that jeopardizes an extensive amount
of myocardium.

» Patients undergoing intervention on the last remaining

e conduit to the heart.

Unprotected left main stenosis.

Diffuse disease [>20 mm in length].

Extremely angulated segment [>90%] or excessive proximal or in-lesion
tortuosity. '

More than moderate calcification of a stenosis or proximal segment
Inability to protect ma_]or side branches.

Degenerated older vein grafts with friable lesions.

Substantial thrombus in the vessel or at the lesion site.

Any other feature that could, in the operator’s judgment, impede successful
stent deployment.

Anticipated need for rotational or other atherectomy device, cutting

balloon or laser.
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Recommendations for Off-Site Surgical Backup and Case Selection

Recommendations-Cardiologist-Cardiac Surgeon Interactions

» Interventional cardiologists must establish a working relationship with
cardiac surgeons at the receiving facility.

e Cardiac surgeons should have privileges at the referring facility to
allow review of treatment options as time allows, ‘Could be via
activation of integrated digital communication system

o Ideally; face-to-face meetings between ‘cardiothoracic surgeons and
cardiologists involved should oceur on a regular basis (Heart Team
approach) especially for the discussion of management of patients
undergoing nonprimary PCI who have left main, three-vessel CAD or
two-vessel CAD with involvement of the LAD or contorbidities such as
diabetes, depressed LV fianction or complex anatomy.
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Cardiac surgeon and receiving hospital agree to provide cardiac
surgical backup for urgent cases at all hours and for elective cases at
mutually agreed hours, |

ige

o
R

L
R

Surgeon and receiving facility ensure that patients will be accepted
based on medical condition, capacity of surgeon to provide services at
the time of request and availability of resources. If this cannot be
ensured before the start of an elective procedure, the case should not
be done at that time.

-]

¢ Interventional cardiologists must review with surgeons the immediate
needs and status of any patient transferred for urgent surgery.

* Interventional cardiologist should be familiar with and have
immediate access to appropriate life support-- devices, such an
intraaortic balloon pumps, and should be qualified for handling
emergencies such as pericardial tamponade and embolization,

* Hospital administrations from both facilities endorse the transfer
agreement. ‘

® Transferring physicians obtain consent for surgery from patients or
appropriate surrogates.

* Initial informed consent for PCI discloses that the procedure is being
performed without on-site surgical backup and acknowledges the
possibility of risks related to transfer, The consent process should
include the risk of urgent surgery and state that a written plan for
transfer exists. Consent Jor PCI should be obtained before the
procedure and before any sedatives are given. Consent Jor PCI
obtained while the patient is on the table is not informed consent and
is unacceptable in non-emergency situgtions. :
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